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Hello. 
It is so good to see all of you. I have worked with you all in the past and am so happy to be able to continue that relationship in my new role as Manager for the SFSP.
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Child Nutrition Programs
The Division of Food and Nutrition has oversight for 8 
Federal Child Nutrition Programs:
 School Nutrition Programs:

 National School Lunch Program
 School Breakfast Program
 After School Snack Program
 Special Milk Program
 Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

 Child and Adult Care Food Program
 Outside School Hours and At Risk Meals
 Summer Food Service Program
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The SFSP,  was established by the federal government to ensure that low income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session. It is designed to serve children 18years of age or younger, OR over 18 if they are disabled and in a school program.

It is one of the Child Nutrition programs  like SNP and CACFP that is administered by PA the Dept. of Education and regulated by USDA.
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Federal Regulations
Nutritious meals 
Meal components
Food quantities
Reimbursed per meal
USDA Foods
Reimbursement can only be used to support the 

program
Reimbursement is intended to supplement the cost of 

providing meal (food, labor, etc.) 
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And because of that like SNP has meal and reimbursement requirements.
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SFSP 

Pennsylvania 2017 
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300 Sponsors 2,600 Feeding 
Sites

5 Million Meals
$14.3 Million

Reimbursements
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SFSP 

Pennsylvania Numbers
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Only 20% of the 
eligible children 

reached

Presenter
Presentation Notes
However, before getting too proud or complacent, I want you to realize that we are only feeding about 20% of the children who are eligible for the program. Only about 20% of the kids who get their nutrition from school programs during the remainder of the year participate in SFSP. 

You all work so hard to qualify students to be eligible for meals during the school year, however lack of nutrition and eating well during the summer has that “summer slide” effect and is noticeable in children's learning when they return to school in the fall. 
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Sponsors
•Are non-profit 
organizations

•Must have 
501(c)3 status

•Work directly with 
PDE

Sites
• Locations where the 

meals are served

•Determines the type 
of eligibility

•Works with the 
sponsor

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next I will quickly review, some SNP/SFSP differences and similarities.

Like SNP, in SFSP there are Sponsors and Sites
A sponsor is a non-profit organization.
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SFSP 
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Find the sites Staff the sites Find the 
volunteers

Train the staff 
and volunteers

Arrange for the 
meals

Maintain the 
paperwork

File for 
reimbursement

Complete 
annual training

Sponsor’s Responsibilities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unlike SNP, as a SFSP Sponsor you are actually looking to find site locations and staff the sites with possibly volunteers. Still responsible for training staff, providing meal service and administrative paperwork and responsibilities. 
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•Open
•Enrolled
•Camps

Site 
Types
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For Sites unlike SNP, SFSP can have sites that are:

Your school buildings
Your school summer programs/camps BUT… beauty of SFSP to reach the community
Libraries
County or City Governments e.g. Park & Recreation
Faith based organizations e.g. churches
Community action agencies
Food banks
YMCA, YWCA
Cooperative extensions,
Salvation Army’s


Eligibility of the area or children will determine the site type. It will either be:

Open or  Enrolled. A third type of site is a camp.

Being an open site means the site is open to any child who comes and requires only a tick/check count for each reimbursable meal served. 
An area that is eligible through School Building data or census data that are at 50% or more qualify as open sites. 
This means that all meals served to all children at these sites are reimbursable. May serve 2 meal/day.

Enrolled site are for a particular group of children e.g. computer program or when the site is not eligible to be open it can qualify enrolled site by using eligibility information from the children attending the site, or from the schools the children attend. If 50% or more area F/R eligible all meals at the enrolled site are reimbursable. May serve 2 meals/day

Camps are unique because they may serve more meals than other sites but must complete eligibility forms no matter where they are located. Only those students that qualify for F/R may be claimed for reimbursement. May serve 3 meals/day

Meals MUST be eaten in a congregate setting (at the site location) in view of the site supervisor.
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Flexibility

 Participate 1 day to 10 weeks

 Participate 1 day a week up to 7 days a week

 Serve hot or cold meals

 Serve breakfast, lunch, supper or snacks (pick 2)
Note, lunch OR dinner, but not both.
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SFSP starts operating the first day after the last day of the school year and ends the last day before school begins. 

As the sponsor you can choose how many days a week the site will be open and how many weeks during the summer the site will operate. 
Operation times very across the state, based on need. 
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Meal Pattern
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The SFSP menu patterns are a bit more simplistic then SNP and some of you may remember them as the “old” NSLP/NSB meal patterns. For example, for lunch SFSP requires 5 elements: milk, a grain, a meat or meat alternate and 2 items from the fruit and vegetable category. 

However, you want to continue to meet the SNP requirements and have your staff  continue what they are doing it is not a problem. In this case you will meet, and probably exceed, the SFSP regulations. 

Meals must still be counted at the point of service and documentation maintained however, an exciting new system we are piloting is Colyer’s EZ Meal Tracker.
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Website and App for SFSP Meal Counting and Claiming

Website:
• Creates SFSP site locations and site information
• Authorizes access for EZ Meal Tracker users 
• Provides site reporting details

• Daily Site meal counts
• Daily meal summary
• Monthly meals served

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EZ Meal Tracker is being piloted this year by 5 Sponsors. Some who are on the panel and may make reference to using the EZ Mel Tracker and App.
Our intent is to make this available for all SFSP Sponsors summer of 2019.  It will not be mandatory.  
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Website and App for SFSP Meal Counting and Claiming

App:
1. Provides site and serving information
2. Logs meal delivery time, temp, meals received
3. Meal counter for 1st, 2nd and adult meals
4. Displays the meals served, prompts the user for the 

meal disposed, and calculates the Meals Left Over
5. SAVE sends information to Sponsor website

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO POS sheets to maintain!!!!
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Sponsors Claim Reimbursement
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2018 Rates

Rural or
Self-prep

Urban or
Vended

Breakfast $2.23 $2.19

Lunch/Supper $3.92 $3.86

Snack $0.93 $0.91

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like SNP Sponsors are reimbursed for the number of reimbursable meals served to eligible children. 

But unlike SNP, SFSP reimbursement include both operational and administrative fees. And are determined by how the food is prepared (self-prep/vended) and where the site is located (rural/urban). 
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Pennsylvania Electronic Application Reimbursement System

PEARS
 Application

 Site Information

 Claims

14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like SNP, PEARS is utilized for submitting an annual Application Packet and claims for reimbursement.
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Community 
Partnerships and 

Volunteers

•Working to make SFSP a 
community service.

•Volunteers can work at the site, 
transport food, help with 
activities
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I already know that so many of you are in the SNP/CN business because of your passion for ensuring kids are fed and fed well. My challenge  to all of you is to extend that passion and become a SFSP Sponsor and make SFSP a community service. 

Operating as a traditional school in SFSP prohibits some of you from participating for many reasons:, eligibility (moving to the playground across the street may take an ineligible location eligible), labor costs, volunteers can enhance the program for you and the children and tremendously decrease your labor cost. 

However, do what I know you do so well, procure food, prepare food and deliver food and let the service up to the site team. 

Looking at SFSP this way can make a tremendous difference. Because as we al know Hunger Does Not Take a Vacation!!!
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QUESTIONS?

The mission of the department is to academically prepare children and adults 
to succeed as productive citizens. The department seeks to ensure that the 
technical support, resources and opportunities are in place for all students, 

whether children or adults, to receive a high quality education.

RA-SFSP@pa.gov
800.331.0129

Thank you and remember
Hunger Doesn’t Take a Vacation!
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Questions?
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